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Latest Traffic Safety News 
 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Offers Safety Belt CDs 
FMCSA is asking all CMV drivers to buckle up.  Michigan recently completed its first CMV driver safety 
belt usage study showing a 74% usage rate for CMV drivers in Michigan.  While this usage rate is 
better than the national average (54%) it is still way behind Michigan’s 94% overall safety belt usage 
rate.   To increase CMV safety belt usage the FMCSA has made available to the industry a CD titled: 
“Be Ready Be Buckled.”   The CD contains a variety of safety belt tools for companies to use to help 
promote and increase safety belt usage by drivers.  The CD contains the Increasing Safety Belt Use in 
Your Company manual, PowerPoint slides, a brochure titled: 9 Myths of Safety Belts and more.   All of 
these materials are available on the FMCSA CMV Safety Belt Partnership web page 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safetybelt.   Anyone interested in obtaining copies of the CD are to contact 
FMCSA Michigan Division Administrator Timothy Cotter at tim.cotter@dot.gov.   
 
Survey Finds Employers Are Providing Safe Rides During The Holiday Season 
What’s the best way to impress the boss during office holiday parties? According to a new survey, 65 
percent of Americans believe that being the designated driver is the best way to win points with the 
boss. The survey, conducted by Data Development Worldwide, also found that 71 percent of 
Americans say their employer uses at least one of four ways to assure employees get home safely 
from holiday office parties: encouraging the use of designated drivers, offering plenty of food, serving 
alcohol responsibly and offering free safe rides home. As companies around the country plan their 
holiday events, the Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS) and Anheuser-Busch encourage 
employers to make sure their employees get home safely after the festivities. To read the press 
release, visit: http://www.trafficsafety.org/releaseDetail.asp?ReleaseID=154  
 
Researchers Monitor Road Rage Levels From A Simulator 
Simon Fraser University researchers are studying road rage from the safety of their laboratory. Rather 
than study drivers in rush-hour traffic, psychologists are tracking a driver's rage while behind the wheel 
of a Ford Focus that's connected to a driving simulator. By tracking eye movement and measuring 
brain activity, psychologists have a portal into the road-rage mind of a driver who's virtually deposited 
in the middle of a traffic snarl. Psychology Prof. Tom Spalek says the simulator will allow researchers 
to delve into an area of increasing controversy -- how driving habits are affected when drivers are 
distracted by new technologies such as GPS displays and DVD players. For further information, read 
the press release at: http://www.sfu.ca/mediapr/news_releases/archives/news11090601.htm  
 
Researchers To Study Contributing Factors In Large Truck Crashes On NC Roads 
Large trucks are involved in 4 percent of police-reported crashes nationwide but represent 8 percent of 
all fatal crashes. In a new study funded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, the NC Highway 
Safety Research Center researchers will seek to identify and quantify risk factors for involvement in a 
large truck crash using their state as the test site for the study. Their findings will offer some insight on 
why we see the types of truck crashes that we do. For further information visit: 
http://www.hsrc.unc.edu/directions/2006/fall/truck.htm  
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MADD Pushes New Technology To Eliminate Drunk Driving 
New technology such as alcohol-detecting devices in cars may hold the key to eliminating drunken 
driving, according to a campaign begun Monday by Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). The 
organization is pushing for such devices as well as tougher enforcement measures around the 
country. "If we can't stop drunks from driving, we'll stop vehicles from driving drunks," said Glynn Birch, 
president of MADD, at a news conference. Birch said technology, along with tougher laws and 
enforcement, has put eliminating drunken driving "at our fingertips." The organization wants states to 
pass laws requiring breath-test interlock devices in vehicles for all those who have been convicted of 
drunken driving. New Mexico has such a law for first offenders; 45 states and the District of Columbia 
allow the device for some offenders. For further information, visit www.madd.org  
 
Safety Implications Of Providing Real-Time Feedback To Distracted Drivers 
A driving simulator study was conducted to assess whether real-time feedback on a driver's state can 
influence the driver's interaction with in-vehicle information systems (IVIS). This study was designed to 
test real-time feedback that alerts drivers based on their off-road eye glances. Feedback was 
displayed in two display locations (vehicle-centered, and IVIS-centered) to 16 young and 13 middle-
aged drivers. Distraction was observed as problematic for both age groups with delayed responses to 
a lead vehicle-braking event as indicated by delayed accelerator releases. Significant benefits were 
not observed for braking and steering behavior for this experiment, but there was a significant change 
in drivers' interaction with IVIS. When given feedback on their distracted state, drivers looked at the in-
vehicle display less frequently regardless of where feedback was displayed in the vehicle. This 
indicates that real-time feedback based on the driver state can positively alter driver's engagement in 
distracting activities, helping them attend better to the roadway. 
Donmez B, Boyle LN, Lee JD. Accid Anal Prev 2006; ePub(ePub): ePub. 
 
AASHTO Board Of Directors Passes Resolution On Addressing Highway Safety as a 
National Health Issue 
The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Board of Directors 
this week passed a resolution titled, ADDRESSING HIGHWAY SAFETY AS A NATIONAL HEALTH 
ISSUE to reduce the number of deaths and disabling injuries on our nation’s roads. AASHTO 
recommends that governors include in their agenda, support of State Strategic Highway Safety Plans 
& initiatives to address the extreme loss of life and the staggering costs associated with disabling 
injuries on our nation’s roadways. AASHTO further recommends that there be established a joint NGA-
AASHTO roadway safety task force whose mission will include establishing a partnership with the 
National Conference of State Legislatures to address this serious health issue. 
 
NTSB Recommends Ban On Cell Phone Use By Bus Drivers 
In a final report on a motor coach crash in Virginia, the National Transportation Safety Board urged the 
federal and state governments to prohibit motor coach and school bus drivers from using cell phones 
while driving those vehicles, except in emergencies. "Professional drivers who have dozens of 
passengers' lives entrusted to them should devote their full attention to their task," NTSB Chairman 
Mark V. Rosenker said. "What we saw in this accident is appalling and could have resulted in great 
tragedy." The Safety Board concluded that the driver's cognitive distraction resulting from his use of a 
hands-free cell phone caused the crash. The use of either a hand-held or hands-free cellular 
telephone while driving can impair the performance of even a Commercial Drivers License (CDL) 
holder, such as the driver in this accident, the Board said. For a summary of the Board's findings, 
including conclusions, probable cause and safety recommendations, visit: www.ntsb.gov  
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The Case For Lowering Legal BAC Levels Even Further  
It is a crime in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to drive with a blood-alcohol 
concentration (BAC) of .08 percent or more. A new review of research from around the world 
conducted by James Fell and Robert Voas from the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation, a 
nonprofit group in Calverton, MD makes a case for lowering the limit even more. Fell and Voas report 
that when the US lowered the legal BAC limit from .10 to the current .08, alcohol-related crashes and 
injuries dropped by an average of 7 to 8 percent. In countries where the limit was lowered to .05 BAC, 
additional reductions took place. According to Fell, "there is clear, strong evidence that lowering the 
BAC limit is effective." Organizations that favor BAC limits of .05 or less include the World Medical 
Association, the American and British Medical Associations, the European Commission, the European 
Transport Safety Council, the World Health Organization, and the American College of Emergency 
Physicians. The review by Fell and Voas was published in the Journal of Safety Research, volume 37, 
issue 3, pp. 233-243.  
 
Hughes Telematic Announces New In-Vehicle Connectivity Technologies And Services  
Hughes Telematics, an automotive telematics solutions company headquartered in Atlanta, GA, 
recently revealed key elements of its technology and service solutions designed to create a new 
standard in vehicle connectivity. Powered by proprietary terrestrial and satellite-based technology, the 
company’s product offering spans multiple categories of vehicle and customer-oriented communication 
services, from safety, security, and infotainment to remote diagnostics and unique multicasting 
capabilities. “We see the vehicle as a unique mobile data center with the power to add value across a 
wide spectrum of stakeholders, from the manufacturer and dealer to consumers and third parties – 
such as fleet managers, navigation service providers and content originators,” says Goldman. For 
further information, visit: http://www.hughestelematics.com/news/?p=1  
 
Third-Row Seats In Autos Cause Safety Concerns 
Automakers have been redesigning midsize and small vehicles to accommodate 3rd-row seats in 
smaller more efficient cars. But the safety of these seats has not been tested. Safety advocates are 
concerned that these seats may be hazardous to children since they lack anchors for attaching child 
safety seats and their headrests block rear views for the driver.  
Source: The Wall Street Journal  
   
News from the USDOT   
  
December/Holiday Planner Online Now At NHTSA 
New collateral materials to reduce alcohol or drug impaired driving during the holiday season are now 
online to download from http://www.stopimpaireddriving.org/planners/Holiday2006/index.cfm.  
Campaign themes this year are: “Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest.” to support enforcement 
efforts and “Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving” for social norming efforts. New Super Bowl Week 
materials will soon be released. 
 
U.S. DOT Announces 2006 Seatbelt & Motorcycle Helmet Use Statistics 
This week, NHTSA released the 2006 seat belt and motorcycle helmet use statistics. The national seat 
belt use rate declined to 81 percent, the first decline in many years. Citing new data from the National 
Occupant Protection Use Survey (NOPUS), USDOT Secretary Peters said that in the West, belt use 
climbed from 85 percent to 90 percent between 2005 and 2006; and it rose from 82 to 83 percent in 
the South. However, in the Northeast, belt use fell to 74 percent, down from 78 percent; and in the 
Midwest in dropped to 77 percent from 79 percent. "A seat belt can't work if it isn't on," said Secretary 
Peters. "Whatever it takes, we all need to do a better job making sure everyone chooses to buckle up."  
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To view, "Seatbelt Use in 2006 - Overall Results,” visit: http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/pdf/nrd-
30/NCSA/RNotes/2006/810677.pdf  
 
Secretary Peters also said the latest new data shows that 51 percent of motorcyclists in the U.S. now 
wear helmets, up from 48 percent in 2005. She noted that motorcycle helmet use rose in the West 
between 2005 and 2006 (from 50 to 72 percent); and in the Northeast (from 42 to 47 percent). 
However, the use rate fell in the Midwest (from 53 to 50 percent) and in the South (from 49 to 45 
percent). (The only helmets counted in the survey were those that comply with DOT standards.) 
Administrator Nason said NHTSA recently began to offer federal grants to states for programs to 
reduce the number of motorcyclist crashes. This year the agency will provide $6 million in grant funds 
to states for motorcycle safety training and motorist awareness programs.  
 
2005 Annual Assessment And Other Data Available 
The National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA) has released its 2005 Annual Assessment of 
Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes based on data from the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) and 
the National Automotive Sampling System General Estimates System (NASS GES). This publication 
can be viewed by visiting: http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/pdf/nrd-
30/NCSA/PPT/2006/810639/810639.htm  
 
Concurrent with the release of the 2005 Annual Assessment of Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes, NCSA 
has also released an updated and greatly expanded version of its State Traffic Safety Information 
(STSI) website. STSI provides detailed traffic safety data for each state, such as fatal crash statistics, 
economic costs, legislation status, funding programs, county level information for many of the state 
level characteristics. The STSI website can found at http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/departments/nrd-
30/ncsa/STSI/USA%20WEB%20REPORT.HTM  
 
NHTSA Finds Auto Backing Technology Unreliable  
A new report by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration on deaths and injuries caused by 
vehicles backing over people says that while the problem kills scores of children younger than 5 each 
year, no technology available today can reliably prevent such accidents. The report was required as 
part of the traffic safety bill Congress passed last year. If the report's count of child deaths is accurate, 
it would place backovers among the leading causes of accidental death for children younger than 5, 
claiming more lives than falls or poisoning. 
 
NHTSA Administrator Nicole Nason said that though some technology might help, "our research 
showed it is not yet a reliable source to prevent these types of accidents." Despite the report's doubts 
about technology, safety advocates say it buttresses their call for Congress to require federal auto-
safety regulators to set a minimum standard for rear visibility in vehicles, a step automakers oppose. 
Source: Detroit Free Press 
 
FMCSA Released Key On-Board Safety Technologies Brochure 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has released a brochure that highlights on-
board safety systems in commercial motor vehicles designed to help reduce rollovers, rear-end 
collisions, and lane- departure crashes. View the brochure at: http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/facts-
research/systems-technology/product-guides/deployment-of-on-board-safety-systems.pdf   
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Work-Life  
  
CSYD To Evaluate Effects Of NC’s New Teen Driver Cell Phone Restriction 
The Center for the Study of Young Drivers (CSYD) was established by UNC Highway Safety Research 
Center in 2006 to study and improve the safety of young drivers. CSYD is now examining the effects of 
a new restriction in North Carolina that prohibits cell phone use by drivers under the age of 18. The 
new restriction was passed by the NC Legislature earlier this year and takes effect on December 1, 
2006. Funded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, the project will involve the observation of 
thousands of teen drivers both before and after the new restriction takes effect to measure the extent 
to which the restriction influences teens’ use of cell phones while driving. In addition, the researchers 
are interviewing several hundred teens and their parents to examine awareness of the new restriction, 
how strongly parents and teens support or oppose it, and the degree to which parents enforce it for 
their teens. Results from the study are expected by late Spring 2007.  
 
Effective Dialogues In Driver Education 
The Norwegian driver education program is extensive, systematic and comprehensive. In this article 
we present findings based on observations of teacher-pupil interaction during on-road practice and 
discuss how teachers may form the dialogue into an effective learning tool in order to tap the learning 
potential that is embedded in driver education programs. The education of responsible drivers requires 
that teacher-pupil dialogues bring about a shared understanding of a full traffic context during on-road 
practice. It becomes evident that different teacher supportive approaches pave the way to 
'intersubjectivity' of occurring traffic contexts in qualitatively different ways. Teachers use both 
'clarifying' and 'elaborative' processes to prepare the learner for responsible driving. The establishment 
of a mutual understanding is a continuous dialogical process in which concepts become mediating 
tools.  
Rismark M, Solvberg AM. Accid Anal Prev 2006   
   
International Traffic Safety News  
  
Experiences From Dual-Country Drivers: Driving Safely In China And The US 
This study explored the international experience of driving in two countries from the perspectives of 
drivers. It highlighted the differences in driving experiences between China and the US from people 
who have driven in both countries. A qualitative research approach utilizing focus group discussions 
was conducted in China and the US. The pros and cons, strengths and weaknesses of the 
transportation systems in the two countries were discussed. Advice for people who want to drive in 
these two countries as foreign visitors was discussed. Results showed that there are strengths and 
weaknesses in both countries in their driving systems. Both countries could benefit from exploring the 
traffic and roadway system of the other. 
Huang YH, Zhang W, Roetting M, Melton D. Safety Sci 2006; 44(9): 785-795 
 
TIRF Releases New Report, The Road Safety Monitor: Drugs And Driving 
Based on the Traffic Injury Research Foundation’s (TIRF’s) national opinion poll, the report examines 
the attitudes and opinions of Canadians regarding marijuana/hashish use and driving. It also examines 
the number and characteristics of Canadians who drive after using marijuana/hashish. There has been 
an increase in the percentage of Canadians who admit to driving after using marijuana or hashish. In 
2002, 1.5% of Canadians admitted to driving after usage at some time in the past year; this climbed to 
2.4% in 2005 -- a considerable increase. Some 69% of those who reported driving after using 
marijuana or hashish also reported driving within 2 hours of drinking alcohol. This has important safety 
considerations as combined use of cannabis and alcohol increase the risk of collision. To download 
the report, visit: http://www.trafficinjuryresearch.com/publications/pub_details.cfm?intPubID=219  


